1 PIA5101: Theories of Government and Public Administration

PIA5101: THEORIES OF GOVERNMENT AND
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

Effective Term
Semester B 2024/25

Part I Course Overview

Course Title
Theories of Government and Public Administration

Subject Code

PIA - Public and International Affairs
Course Number

5101

Academic Unit
Public and International Affairs (PIA)

College/School
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH)

Course Duration
One Semester

Credit Units
3

Level
P5, P6 - Postgraduate Degree

Medium of Instruction
English

Medium of Assessment
English

Prerequisites

Nil

Precursors

Nil

Equivalent Courses

POL5101 Theories of Government and Public Administration
Exclusive Courses

Nil

Part II Course Details

Abstract



2 PIA5101: Theories of Government and Public Administration

This course aims to:

- examine critically major theories about the state, the role of government and the nature of public administration, public
management and governance;

- discover the theoretical and practical issues underpinning current trends whereby public administration is being
reformulated in terms of public management and/or 'good governance'

- evaluate the similarities and differences in the roles and management of, and interactions between, the public and private
sectors;

- apply the theories of government, governance and public administration / management to the empirical world.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)

1 Examine and discuss critically the rationales for, X X
the significant similarities and the differences
between key paradigms of government and
public service delivery including those of "public
administration!, 'new public management, 'good
governance) 'politics-administration dichotomy'
and 'modernising government' in light of the
public interest

2 Understand the nature of recent trends in the X X
changing roles and relationships between the
state, public and private sectors, the reasons for
these and their practical implications

3 Apply concepts and theories of government, X X X
governance and public administration /
management to the empirical world.

Al: Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 Readings Students will be expected |1, 2, 3
to read essential readings
on all topics
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2 Lectures Lectures will enable 1,2,3
students to acquire
knowledge of key
concepts and theories of
public administration /
management governance
political systems and
political institutions.

3 In-class discussions Students will form 1,2,3
groups to discuss tutorial
questions

4 Essay Each student will be 1,2,3

required to write an essay
(1,800-2000 words) to
respond to a tutorial
question.

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATs)

ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks (e.g. Parameter
for GenAl use)

1 Continuous assessment:
100%
2 In-class discussion 1,2,3 10
3 Individual paper 1,2,3 40
(1,800-2,000 words)
4 Test 1,2,3 50

Continuous Assessment (%)
100

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task
In-class discussion (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion
Analytical response to the tutorial question in discussion and writing

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Comprehensive understanding and critical analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events,
relationships among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for
public administration and governance. Excellent research, writing and communication skills.

Good

(B+, B, B-) Fairly good understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Fairly good research, writing and communication skills.

Fair

(C+, C, C-) Rudimentary understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Rudimentary research, writing and communication skills.

Marginal
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(D) Poor understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships among political
actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public administration and
governance. Poor research, writing and communication skills.

Failure

(F) Almost no understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Bad research, writing and communication skills.

Assessment Task
Individual Paper (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion

Analytical response to the tutorial question in discussion and writing

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Comprehensive understanding and critical analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events,
relationships among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for
public administration and governance. Excellent research, writing and communication skills.

Good

(B+, B, B-) Fairly good understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Fairly good research, writing and communication skills.

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Rudimentary understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships

among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Rudimentary research, writing and communication skills.

Marginal

(D) Poor understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships among political
actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public administration and
governance. Poor research, writing and communication skills.

Failure

(F) Almost no understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Bad research, writing and communication skills.

Assessment Task
Test (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion
Quality of responses to test questions

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Comprehensive understanding and critical analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events,
relationships among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for
public administration and governance. Excellent writing and analytical skills.

Good
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(B+, B, B-) Fairly good understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Fairly good writing and analytical skills.

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Rudimentary understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships

among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Rudimentary writing and analytical skills.

Marginal

(D) Poor understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships among political
actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public administration and
governance. Poor writing and analytical skills.

Failure

(F) Almost no understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Bad writing and analytical skills.

Assessment Task
In-class discussion (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

Analytical response to the tutorial question in discussion and writing

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Comprehensive understanding and critical analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events,
relationships among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for
public administration and governance. Excellent research, writing and communication skills.

Good

(B+, B) Fairly good understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Fairly good research, writing and communication skills.

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) Rudimentary understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Rudimentary research, writing and communication skills.

Failure

(F) Almost no understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Bad research, writing and communication skills.

Assessment Task
Individual Paper (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion
Analytical response to the tutorial question in discussion and writing

Excellent
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(A+, A, A-) Comprehensive understanding and critical analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events,
relationships among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for
public administration and governance. Excellent research, writing and communication skills.

Good

(B+, B) Fairly good understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Fairly good research, writing and communication skills.

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) Rudimentary understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Rudimentary research, writing and communication skills.

Failure

(F) Almost no understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Bad research, writing and communication skills.

Assessment Task
Test (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

Quality of responses to test questions

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Comprehensive understanding and critical analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events,
relationships among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for
public administration and governance. Excellent writing and analytical skills.

Good

(B+, B) Fairly good understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Fairly good writing and analytical skills.

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) Rudimentary understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Rudimentary writing and analytical skills.

Failure

(F) Almost no understanding and analysis of government’ s operations political issues and events, relationships
among political actors, the process of authoritative allocation of public values as well as their implications for public
administration and governance. Bad writing and analytical skills.

Part ITI Other Information

Keyword Syllabus

Public administration, public management, good governance, civil service, public sector, private sector, public values,
regime types, political institutions, electoral systems, political participation, civic engagement policy processes
international organisations sustainable development goals
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