
Constitution-making often occurs during pivotal moments. At these times, constitutions are typically
written with the hope of fixing big social problems, like economic inequality, ethnic violence, or
government unresponsive to popular will. This leads constitutional drafters to experiment with new
institutional arrangements. But although existing institutional arrangements can be undesirable and,
in theory, better alternatives are available, a radical institutional changes often lead new
constitution-making projects to fail. The goal of this project is to try to understand what leads
constitutional writing projects to fail and what leads them to succeed.
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